
FILLING IN A GRID 
working with your selection tools 
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I do layout of yearbooks for three schools in our town in Photoshop, and this is one of 
the quickest ways I have to put together a nice looking collage page.   
 
In this tutorial, we will learn about WHY you need to know and use your keyboard 
shortcuts, and how to manipulate selections to get what we want! 
 

Here’s what we plan to end up with: 
I started with a grid: 

 
 
To set up your basic page: 
 
1. Add a layer BELOW the grid – SHORTCUT: hold your CTRL key while clicking on 
the new layer icon in the layers palette and the new layer will be BELOW the selected 
layer. 
 
2. Fill that layer however you like – I used a gradient. (That’s a whole other tutorial!) 
 
3.  Now to color your grid – make a new layer ABOVE the grid (click on the new layer 
icon in the layers palette). 
 



4. Fill that layer – SHORTCUT: to fill with your foreground color, hold your ALT key and 
press BACKSPACE.  (To fill with background color, hold your CTRL key and press 
BACKSPACE.) 
 
5. Clip that layer using a clipping mask – hold your ALT key and hover your cursor on 
the line between the colored layer and the grid.  The cursor will change to two circles 
and an arrow, then Click.  
 
You will see a little arrow and the top layer’s thumbnail will 
move over to the right.  Now your grid is colored!  

     
 
 
 
 
6.  Now merge the top two layers – 
SHORTCUT- with the top (color) layer 
selected, hold CTRL and press E to 
merge the selected layer with the layer 
below. 
 
 
 
 
 
This is what you should have now!  Save 
this so you can use it again another time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To add your photos: 
The selection tools we will be using are the Magic Wand and the Marquee tool.  We 
will also be using the Move tool.  It is good to get used to selecting your tools with the 
keyboard – it’s so easy!  When you want to change tools, just press the appropriate 
key!   
 

Press V = Move Tool  
 



Press W = Magic Wand  
 

Press M = Marquee Tool  
Before we can fill our boxes, we need to open the photos we wish to use.  I just open a 
bunch at one time, use those, then go get more.  Be sure your windows are all layered 
so you can see more than one at a time. 
 
Now to fill our boxes: 
 
1. Make sure your grid layer is selected. 
 
2. Choose your Magic Wand tool (W) Check your tool options bar (at the top) to be 
sure the contiguous box is checked.   
 
3. Decide which grid box you wish to fill and click inside it. 
You will get marching ants around the inside of the box. 
 
4. We need to make a selection JUST THIS SHAPE from 
our photo.  The quick, easy way to do that is to DRAG the 
selection to the photo!  Put your cursor inside the 
selection and drag it to your photo – you will now have 
the selection in BOTH places – grid and photo.  

 
If you like the size of the selection, just 
drag it over what you want to copy to your 
layout.  
 
BUT – you say – the selection is WAY too 
small!! 



 
 
Easy, we’ll just TRANSFORM the SELECTION.   
 
5. You can go to SELECT>Transform Selection and you will get a bounding box with 
handles to drag to resize.  (PS users remember to hold the SHIFT key to constrain the 
proportions!) SHORTCUT – if you change to your Marquee tool (M) and right click 
inside the selection, you will get this menu:  
  

 
 
Click on Transform selection, and you will get your bounding 
box!   
 
[IMPORTANT – if you stay with the Magic Wand tool, you get 
a different menu when you right click that does NOT have the 
Transform Selection option – so be sure to hit M first!] 
 



 
 
6. Resize the selection until it encloses the part of the image you want inside your grid 
box and hit ENTER. 
 
7. Copy this selection – CTRL+C 
 
8. Change to your layout, and paste: CTRL+V 
 (you do NOT have to deselect your selection on the grid first!) 
 
9. If you did not resize the selection, it is now in your grid!  If you DID resize, then you 
need to resize the pasted image to fit in the box.  Choose your Move tool (V) and 
resize as usual.   
10.  At this point, move the image below the grid 
layer, and change back to your Magic Wand tool 
(W) and start again!! 
 
When you get the boxes you want filled done, 
save your work and TA-DAAA! 
 
 
 
Add any titles or journaling and you’re done! 
 
 
See the next page for a QUICKIE SUMMARY of 
this tutorial you can print and keep handy while 
you work 



FILLING A GRID 
QUICK NOTES 
 
Set up your layout 
1. Open Grid file 
2. CTRL+ click on new layer symbol in layers palette 
3. FILL with background 
4. Click on Grid layer to select 
5. Click on new layer symbol to create layer above grid 
6. ALT+BACKSPACE to fill with foreground color 
7. ALT+ cursor over line between layers and click to clip to grid 
8. CTRL+E to merge color and grid layers 
 
Add photos 
1. Select Grid Layer 
2. Press W for Magic Wand tool – check to see ‘contiguous’ box is checked 
3. Click inside box to select 
4. Click and drag box to image window 
5. Change to Marquee tool (M) 
6. Right Click inside selection and choose Transform Selection 
7. Drag handles to enclose portion of photo you want. Press Enter. 
8. CTRL+C to copy 
9. Change to layout window, CTRL+V to paste 
10. Change to Move tool (V) and resize to fit in Grid box 
11. Change back to Magic Wand (W) and start again from #3! 
 

  Happy Scrapping! 


